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TIVERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

      GENERAL ORDERS 
Subject: Traffic Accident Reconstruction General Order Number: 330.16 

Section: 300- Law Enforcement Operations Subsection: 30- Traffic 

Amends/Supersedes: 7-5 (03/01/2001) 

Effective Date: 09/05/2019 Revised Date: Review Date: As Needed 

Per Order Of: Patrick W. Jones, Chief of Police 

RIPAC: 7.5 

Distribution: Sworn Department Members, Control Center Operators 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Tiverton Police Department, and is not intended and should not be interpreted 
to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action than would otherwise be applicable under existing law. 

 

I.  PURPOSE: 

To establish traffic accident reconstruction guidelines for officers trained and certified as 

traffic accident reconstruction investigators.  

 

II.  POLICY: 
 It shall be the policy of the Tiverton Police Department to reconstruct serious traffic 

accidents to determine the cause of such accidents. 

  

III. DEFINITIONS: 

A. ACCIDENT – The collision of a vehicle(s) with a person, object, or another 

vehicle.  

B.  ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION – The recording and examining of information 

identifying and describing people, roads, and vehicles involved; describing the 

results of the accident in terms of the final position of vehicles, objects and 

people; interpreting available facts in an attempt to specify the particular 

combination of factors required to determine the cause of an accident. 

C. ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION – The technical analysis of available 

information to determine the cause of an accident. 

D. ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION INVESTIGATOR – The officer designated 

by a supervisor to conduct an accident reconstruction investigation utilizing the 

necessary skills and training to conduct a technical analysis of available 

information to determine the cause of an accident. In the event that two or more 

accident reconstruction investigators are called to the accident scene, the senior 

investigator shall be the primary accident reconstruction investigator, unless 

another officer is so designated. 
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IV. TYPES OF ACCIDENTS REQUIRING RECONSTRUCTION: 

A. All fatal traffic accidents.  

B. All traffic accidents involving serious physical injury where there is a substantial 

risk of death, permanent disfigurement, or where a long-term loss or impairment 

of a bodily function may have occurred. 

C. All traffic accidents involving Department vehicles where there is personal injury 

or extensive property damage. 

D. Traffic accidents where the Chief of Police, or his/her designee, believes it is in 

the best interest of the Department to conduct follow-up investigations. 

E. Any requests by other law enforcement agencies for technical assistance 

provided, however, that the above guidelines are met. 

 

V. PATROL OFFICER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

A.  Patrol officers shall respond to the scenes of traffic accidents in accordance with 

General Order 330.15, Traffic Accident Investigation.  The duties of the 

responding patrol officer shall include: 

 1. The first responding officer’s primary concern shall be to exercise sound 

 judgment in proceeding to the accident scene. 

 2. It shall be the responsibility of the first responding officer to an accident 

 scene to immediately take control of the scene. The first officer arriving at 

 the scene will be responsible for administering emergency medical care, 

 summoning assistance of additional officers, fire apparatus, rescue, tow 

 truck, utility companies, etc., if not previously notified. The investigating 

 officer (officer assigned to the accident) shall be responsible for securing 

 the scene, preserving any evidence, establishing a safe traffic pattern 

 around the accident scene, locating witnesses, and recording accident 

 information.  

 3. The investigating officer will determine which persons, vehicles, and 

 debris are to be removed from the roadway. Vehicles involved in minor 

 accidents and able to operate under their own power may be removed 

 immediately to restore a normal flow of traffic.  

  a. The investigating officer shall make every effort to report or   

  correct any hazardous condition that may be present at the accident 

  scene and shall ensure that the appropriate agency having   

  responsibility  is notified,(i.e.: Rhode Island Department of   

  Transportation, Tiverton Department of Public Works, utility  

  companies, etc.).  

 4. The investigating officer shall interview the operators, passengers (if any) 

 and any witnesses. In a situation where there are several witnesses, other 

 officers may take statements. 

 5. The investigating officer shall ensure that any property belonging to 

 accident victims is maintained in a safe and secure area where it will be 

 protected from theft and pilferage. If property is unable to be returned to 

 its owners, officers will seize the property (see G.O. 380.20 Property 

 Management and Control). 

 6. The investigating officer shall be responsible for any follow up 

 investigation required, including but not limited to the following: 
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  a. Collecting off-scene data; 

  b. Collecting and preserving physical evidence in accordance   

  with department policies and procedures; 

 7. Interviewing and obtaining statements from witnesses; 

 8. Assisting the Patrol Shift OIC in determining the need for an Accident 

 Reconstruction Investigator, and; 

 9. Preparing department and court paperwork to support criminal charges 

 from the accident. 

 10. Assisting the accident reconstruction investigator. 

 

VI. ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION INVESTIGATORS  RESPONSIBILITIES:  
 A. Accident reconstruction investigator(s) shall respond to the scene of an 

 accident to initiate an accident reconstruction investigation only when requested 

 to do so by the Patrol Shift OIC, the Uniform Division Commander (Captain), the  

 Detective Lieutenant or the Chief of Police.   

B. When an accident reconstruction investigator(s) responds to the scene of an 

accident, investigators will work under the command of the Patrol Shift OIC 

unless otherwise instructed by a ranking officer.  

C. Additional accident reconstruction investigators may assist the primary accident 

reconstruction investigator during the investigation.  

D. Accident reconstruction investigators shall determine the circumstances which 

contributed to accidents by employing technology designed to analyze certain 

evidence using specialized accident reconstruction skills and training.  

E. When considering the possibility of criminal or motor vehicle charges being 

brought against vehicle operators, the findings of the accident reconstruction 

investigators will be given due consideration during the decision making-process.  

F. The primary accident reconstruction investigator shall forward a completed 

accident reconstruction report containing calculations and technical information to 

the Uniform Division Commander (Captain) within thirty (30) days of the 

assignment.  

G. If additional time is required to complete the investigation, the accident 

reconstruction investigator shall request an extension from the Uniform Division 

Commander (Captain).  

H. The primary accident reconstruction investigator shall ensure that final reports 

will be cross-referenced with the original accident investigation report kept on 

file. 

 

VII. PATROL SHIFT OFFICER IN CHARGE (OIC) RESPONSIBILITIES 

A. Patrol shift OIC shall respond to the scene of any accident when advised by a 

patrol officer that an accident reconstruction investigator is needed.  

B. Once on-scene, the patrol shift OIC will determine whether the circumstances 

require the specialized training and skills of an accident reconstruction 

investigator.  

C. The patrol shift OIC shall contact the Uniform Division Commander or, in his/ 

her absence, the Chief of Police and request that an accident reconstruction 

investigator respond to the scene.  If the Patrol shift OIC is unable to contact the 

Uniform Division Commander of the Chief of Police, the Detective Lieutenant 

shall be contacted.  
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D. The patrol shift OIC shall request that the Control Center contact an accident 

reconstruction investigator to respond to the accident scene. 

E. In the event that an accident reconstruction investigator from this department is 

not available, the patrol shift OIC shall request the assistance of an accident 

reconstruction investigator from another agency (i.e. neighboring department or 

the Rhode Island State Police). 

 

VIII. BCI TRAINED DETECTIVE/OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 A. A detective or officer that has successfully completed BCI School (Scientific 

 Evidence I and Scientific Evidence II) at the Rhode Island State Crime Lab shall 

 respond to the accident scene to assist the accident reconstruction investigator.    

 B. The BCI trained detective/officer shall assist the accident reconstruction 

 investigator in evidence collection, photographing the scene, videotaping the 

 scene and any other type of accident scene processing. 

 

IX. UNIFORM DIVISION COMMANDER (CAPTAIN) RESPONSIBILITIES: 

A. The Captain shall ensure that all required reports pertaining to an accident 

reconstruction investigation are promptly forwarded to the Chief of Police. 

B. The Captain may approve any extension in time to complete the investigation 

and/or reports for sufficient reason. 

C. The Captain shall ensure that the provisions of this General Order and any other 

relevant General Orders, Rules and Regulations or any other written or verbal 

orders are strictly enforced.  

D. The Training Coordinator shall be responsible for any accident reconstruction 

training, certification of qualified personnel, annual re-certification and technical 

assistance to the accident reconstruction investigators.  

E. The Training Coordinator shall oversee the process of qualification and re-

certification to ensure that an adequate base of knowledge and skill is maintained.  

 

XI. POLICE CHIEF RESPONSIBILITIES: 

A. The Police Chief may determine that an accident investigation requires a 

supplemental investigation and direct the Captain to initiate such a supplemental 

accident reconstruction investigation.  

B. The Police Chief may approve any extension of time to complete the investigation 

and/or reports. 

 

 

 


