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       TIVERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
SUBJECT:   Sexual Assault Investigations GENERAL ORDER NO.  310.20 

 PAGES:  7 (Attachments) 

SECTION: 300- Law Enforcement Operations AMENDS/SUPERSEDES: 9-7 

SUBSECTION: 10- Crimes of Violence  

PER ORDER OF: EFFECTIVE DATE: 01/13/2015 

 REVISED DATE:  01/13/2015     

 Thomas Blakey, Chief of Police REVIEW DATE:   01/13/2018     
 

CALEA: 

RIPAC: 

 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Tiverton Police Department, and is not intended and 

should not be interpreted to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action than would otherwise be 

applicable under existing law. 
 

 INDEX WORDS: Sexual Assault; Victims  

 

I. POLICY: 

 

It is the policy of the Tiverton Police Department to treat victims of sexual assault 

offenses with the utmost compassion and dignity, and to aggressively investigate and 

prosecute such crimes. 

 

II. PURPOSE: 

 

To establish a process for the handling of sexual assault, to minimize the physical 

and psychological trauma to the victim of a sex crime, while maximizing the 

probability of collecting evidence for potential use in the criminal justice system. 

 

III. DISCUSSION: 

 

It is the philosophy of the Tiverton Police Department that the crime of sexual 

assault is a serious and violent criminal offense. 

 

A. The natural reluctance of victims to report this crime indicates that the 

number of rape offenses is annually under-reported, because victims in the 

past have too often been humiliated, embarrassed or inhibited by fear of 

reprisal or of the legal system, to relate the personal details of the crime to 

investigators. 
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B. While the crime of sexual assault is usually committed against a female, it is 

possible for the crime to be committed against a male. 

 

C. By its very nature, sexual assault has a profound effect on the victim, both 

physically and mentally.  It is most important that every officer recognize that 

sexual assault investigation requires the most sensitive and delicate handling, 

and without the full cooperation of the victim, who is usually the only 

witness to the crime, it is very difficult to prosecute successfully. 

 

D. The aim of the Tiverton Police Department is to:  

 

1. Assist sexual assault victims in a supportive manner, using 

appropriate crisis intervention skills. 

 

2. To minimize the traumatic experience suffered by the victim. 

 

3. To insure the speedy apprehension and conviction of the perpetrator. 

 

4. To reduce the opportunity for the crime of rape to occur by educating 

the public in preventive measures. 

 

5. To cooperate with local social agencies, hospital personnel and 

community groups in rape prevention programs. 

 

6. To impress upon the public that the role of the police in investigating 

reports of sexual assault is to provide a professional response with 

concern and competent attention to the needs of the victim. 

 

V. PROCEDURES: 

 

A. Initial law enforcement response: 

 

1. The first contact of many adult victims of sexual assault will be with 

the responding police officer.  The spontaneous reaction of the first 

person who the victim informs about a sexual assault can set the tone 

for how the victim will feel about themselves in the future.  A 

sensitive, accepting, non-judgmental response to the victim as an 

individual will influence their recovery in a positive way. 

 

2. The primary responsibility of the responding officer is to insure the 

immediate safety and security of the victim, to obtain basic 

information about the crime in order to apprehend the suspect, and to 

transport the victim to a designated facility for examination and 

treatment. 

 

3. It is important to be mindful of the psychological effects of trauma on 

victims.  Not all rape victims are scared, crying, or hysterical.  Some 

victims may react calmly, while going through inner turmoil.  This 
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does not mean the assault did not happen.  It only means the victim is 

handling it differently. 

 

4. During the preliminary interview, the officer's goal should be to elicit 

the immediate information which must be relayed in order to secure 

prompt apprehension of the assailant, including: 

 

a. Extent of injuries, if any, to the victim 

 

b. A brief description of what happened 

 

c. Location of the assault 

 

d. Identity or description of the assailant(s), if known 

 

e. Home or work address of the assailant(s), if known 

 

f. Direction in which the assailant(s) left, and by what means  

 

g. Whether or not a weapon was involved 

 

5. The treatment of sexual assault victims shall be considered a medical 

emergency.  The victim, even if they do not have visible signs of 

physical injury, will be at least suffering from emotional trauma. 

 

6. The responding officer shall advise the victim of the following:  

 

a. The importance of seeking an immediate medical 

examination, because injuries can go unnoticed or appear at a 

later time. 

 

b. The importance of preserving valuable physical evidence prior 

to the medical examination.  Explain tactfully that such 

evidence can be inadvertently destroyed by activities such as 

showering, washing, brushing teeth, using mouthwash, or 

douching, even though these activities may be highly desirable 

by the victim. 

 

c. The importance of preserving valuable evidence which may be 

present on clothing worn during the assault, or bedding or 

other materials involved at the crime scene.  Recommend that 

a change of clothes be obtained and brought to the hospital in 

the event clothing is collected for evidentiary purposes. 

 

d. The name and phone number of the nearest rape crisis center, 

a summary of the support they can provide, and an opportunity 

to have a counselor accompany the victim. (See Attachment 

A) 
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 VI. TRANSPORTATION TO HOSPITAL: 

 

A. The officer should facilitate the victim's transportation to the hospital, 

preferably with the Law Enforcement Advocate (LEA) or a female officer, 

and provide the medical staff with information that may assist them with 

evidence collection and examination. 

 

B. The officer should wait in the prescribed waiting area.  There is no medical or 

legal reason for either a male or female officer to be present during the 

medical examination, although there might be an instance in which a female 

victim would request a female officer to be present, in which case it would be 

up to the medical personnel whether or not to permit this. 

 

VII. CRIME SCENE SEARCH: 

 

The crime scene should be secured and thoroughly searched as soon as possible, to 

corroborate the victim's statement.  Look for footprints, disturbances to the 

environment, blood, bodily fluids, personal property, etc., and take photographs and 

measurements for diagrams.  Bear in mind the location and type of injuries to assist 

you in your search of the scene (Refer to General Order 380.10 Evidence Collection 

and Preservation and General Order 380.20 Property Management and Control.) 

 

VIII. EVIDENCE COLLECTION PROTOCOLS: 

 

A. Request a medical examination regardless of how much time has elapsed, as 

some signs of physical trauma or internal injury may still be present, and the 

victim should be checked for pregnancy or exposure to sexually transmitted 

or other diseases. 

 

B. If the assault occurred within 5 days, the hospital should use a rape evidence 

collection kit.  After 5 days, the use of the kit is unnecessary, but other action 

such as taking photographs and bite mark impressions may be helpful.   

 

C. In order to prevent the loss of hairs, fibers, or other trace evidence, seal 

clothing in paper or cardboard containers.  (Plastic containers will hold 

moisture in, and allow bacteria to destroy unstable biological fluid evidence.) 

 

D. The hospital should secure a written release from the victim, or in the case of 

a minor, the parent or guardian, before releasing forensic evidence to the 

police.  Make certain all items being transferred are noted on the form, which 

is contained in the Rape Evidence Collection Kit.  The hospital staff person 

turning over the evidence should also sign the form. 

 

F. Do not react negatively if the victim refuses to authorize the release above.  

Inform them again that the release doesn't constitute a commitment to 

prosecute.  Tell the victim that evidence can be refrigerated and stored at the 

hospital for up to two weeks, in case they change their mind. 
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G. Document the chain of custody of the evidence collection kit and any 

specimens or other evidence collected in accordance with department policies 

and procedures.   

 

IX. USE OF ADVOCATES: 

 

A. Victim advocates or rape counselors can provide support during the medical 

exam process, crisis counseling and support to the victim and family, an 

explanation of legal procedures, and follow-up counseling, if desired by the 

victim.  (Refer General Order 610.60 Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

Advocate policy and the General Order 610.70 Victim/Witness Assistance 

policy.) 

 

X. FOLLOW-UP INTERVIEWS: 

 

A. These can be conducted after the medical examination.  The need for the 

additional interview should be tactfully explained to the victim.  Because it 

may be traumatic and embarrassing, it may be delayed for several hours, if 

need be, until the victim is emotionally ready. 

 

B. Try to limit the number of interviews by having all personnel who must 

participate present for the session.  An advocate can be used to assist, but 

only if desired by the victim.  By assisting you, the advocate may lose their 

privileged communication status for future contacts with the victim, however. 

 

C. Conduct interviews in private, comfortable non-threatening surroundings.  

Videotape it, if the victim is willing, so it can be later reviewed by the 

prosecutor 

 

D. Show empathy and understanding for the victim during the interview.  

Empower them to control the pace of the interview and take breaks when 

needed.  Avoid unnecessary questions about the victim's prior sexual history, 

many of which would be excluded in court under the Rape Shield law. 

 

E. Allow the victim to tell the story through once without interruption.  

Document anything the attacker might have said, to help establish M.O. and 

crime pattern. 

 

F. Establish yourself as an ally of the victim and encourage them to report any 

possible attempts by the attacker to contact them or apply pressure toward 

them. 

 

XI. POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS: 

 

A. No law enforcement officer, prosecuting officer or other governmental 

official shall ask or require any adult, youth or child victim of an alleged 

sexual offense as defined under State law to submit to a polygraph 
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examination or other truth telling device as a condition for proceeding with 

the investigation of such an offense. 

 

XII. ATTACHMENTS: 

 

 A. Sexual Assault Support and Contact Information 
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Attachment A 

SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

Day One  

100 Medway Street  

Providence, RI 02906-4402  

Tel: 401-421-4100  

Fax: 401-454-5565 

www.dayoneri.org 

Day One provides services to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other violent 

crimes and educates the public throughout the state of Rhode Island. 

 

Law Enforcement Advocate (LEA) 

Day One 

100 Medway Street  

Providence, RI 02906-4402  

Tel: 401-289-2022 x104 

Law Enforcement Advocates provide immediate services to victims of sexual assault and 

domestic violence who have filed a police report and who are interesting in filing a report. 

The LEAs also serve as a community resource and often receive telephone calls from 

concerned friends and family members.  

 

Rape Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN) 

1220 L Street, NW 

Suite 505 

Washington, DC 20005 

National Sexual Assault Hotline: 800-656-HOPE (4673) 

Tel: 202.544.3064 

Fax: 202.544.3556 

www.rainn.org 

RAINN (Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network) is the nation's largest anti-sexual violence 

organization. RAINN created and operates the National Sexual Assault Hotline 

(800.656.HOPE and online.rainn.org) in partnership with more than 1,100 local rape crisis 

centers across the country and operates the DOD Safe Helpline for the Department of 

Defense. RAINN also carries out programs to prevent sexual violence, help victims and 

ensure that rapists are brought to justice. 


