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TIVERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Subject: Traffic Enforcement General Order Number: 330.00 

Section: 300- Law Enforcement Operations Subsection: 30-Traffic 

Amends/Supersedes: 7-1, 7-2 

Effective Date: 04/22/2019 Revised Date: 04/22/2019 Review Date: 04/22/2022 

Per Order Of: Patrick W. Jones, Chief of Police 

RIPAC: 11.1, 11.2, 11.4 

Distribution: Sworn Department Members 

 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Tiverton Police Department, and is not intended and should 

not be interpreted to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action than would otherwise be applicable 

under existing law. 
 

I.  PURPOSE 
 

To establish guidelines which enable officers of the Tiverton Police Department to 

perform their traffic enforcement functions and related services. 

  

II.  POLICY 
 

The goal of the Department’s traffic enforcement program is to promote the safe, orderly, 

and expeditious flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and deliver traffic-related 

services designed to reduce the number of traffic accidents. The Tiverton Police 

Department’s Uniform Division should enforce traffic laws in a consistent and courteous 

manner to foster a positive public image, while providing all necessary police traffic-

related services.  

 

The Department should carry out its traffic management responsibilities consistent with 

the requirements of the judicial, educational, administrative and engineering agencies 

involved in the transportation management system. In addition, the Department shall 

foster ongoing dialogues with other agencies to ensure that channels of communication 

remain open and problems are resolved as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

 

III. E CITATION 

 

 A. Beginning January 1, 2015 the Department will issue E Citations.  When issuing  

  an e citation, officers shall utilize the Tritech Records Management System  

  (RMS) e citation software.  

 

  1. In the event that an officer is unable to issue an e citation at the scene, the  

   officer may opt to complete an e citation at a later time and mail the copy  

   to the offender.  In such cases, the officer will confirm the offender’s  
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   correct mailing address, and shall advise the offender that he/she will be  

   receiving a citation in the mail.  The officer shall complete and mail the  

   e citation in a timely manner. 

 

  2. Officers shall complete an error check prior to printing and issuing an e  

   citation.  All critical errors will be corrected prior to issuing an e citation. 

 

  3. A printed copy of the e citation shall be provided to the offender either by  

   hand or by mail. 

 

  4. E citations are scheduled for submission to the court system   

   automatically. 

 

  5. The issuing officer can modify an e citation with no restrictions prior to  

   submission to the court system. An e citation will be held for a period of  

   seven hours to allow ample time for the issuing officer to make   

   corrections.  

   

  6. Supervisors shall routinely run e citation tracking reports through the RMS 

   for officers under their command.  Supervisors shall ensure that all  

   e citations issued by officers under their command do not contain critical  

   errors, have been printed, and have been submitted to the courts. 

 

  7. Records Clerks shall ensure that e citations are electronically submitted to  

   the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal (RITT).  

 

IV. TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT METHODS  
 

A. All enforcement actions shall be accomplished in firm, impartial and courteous 

 manner, using one of the following methods:  

 

B.  Arrest – Sworn officers shall effect the arrest of any person violating traffic laws 

pertaining to driving while intoxicated, reckless driving and traffic offenses 

committed during the commission of other crimes.   

 

1.   Off-duty sworn personnel observing one or a combination of the 

aforementioned violations shall take action only when the suspect operator 

poses a severe, imminent hazard to other persons that cannot be resolved 

by notice to on-duty officers.  

 

.   Officers should arrest persons for any serious traffic offenses including: 

 

a.  Driving without the consent of owner; 

 

b.   Possession of stolen vehicle or parts; 

 

c.   Operating on an out-of-state license when the Rhode Island license 

to operate has been suspended; 
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d.   Driving after denial, suspension, revocation, or expiration of 

license, or without a license; 

 

e.   Leaving the scene of an accident involving death or personal 

injury, or damage to attended vehicle; 

 

f.   Driving to endanger, death or serious injury resulting; 

 

g.   Driving under the influence of liquor or drugs; 

 

h.   Reckless driving, drag racing or eluding a police officer; 

 

i.   Obstructing an officer by failing to provide or falsifying 

identification; 

 

j.   Any outstanding warrants which have been verified, and; 

 

k.   Any misdemeanor or felony offenses in accordance with state law. 

 

2.   If an officer encounters an operator whose privileges has been suspended, 

canceled or revoked, or whose license has expired, or who is operating 

without a license, the officer shall charge the person under Rhode Island 

General Law 31-11-18. 

 

a.  Any person so charged may be released at the scene with a District 

Court Notice to Appear once the officer has established positive 

identification, and provided that person lives in Rhode Island. 

 

b.   If the operator cannot be positively identified at the scene, or is an 

out-of-state resident, an arrest shall be made.  

 

c.  When issuing a District Court Notice to Appear, the violation will 

include the court date and address of the court. 

 

 d.   The vehicle will be towed, or with the permission of the operator, 

turned over to a licensed operator. 

 

  3. When a driver is arrested for a traffic offense, an Arrest Report (AR) will  

   be completed in addition to any violation summonses. 

 

B.   Citation or Summons – The decision to take enforcement action, whether against 

residents or nonresidents of the Department’s service area, rests with the 

individual sworn officer.  Citations/summonses will be filled out completely, 

attesting to the exactness of the offense(s) being charged.  The citation/summons 

will clearly note whether a court appearance is required or if the motorist may be 

allowed to enter a guilty plea and pay a fine by mail or at the Rhode Island Traffic 

Tribunal (RITT) or the Tiverton Municipal Court.  
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 1. Citations/summonses shall be created utilizing E Citations.   

 

2. A brief explanation will be offered to the violator as to the nature of the 

violation being cited.  

 

3. If the violator wishes to contest the charge, he/she may appear at the RITT 

or the Tiverton Municipal Court on the designated date and time, as 

instructed on the summons.   

 

4. A motorist needing to reenter traffic from a hazardous location shall be 

assisted in doing so by the attending officer. 

 

5. In the event that a citation/summons must be voided, the officer shall 

complete a Void Summons Request (TPD 13-057) indicating the reason for 

the void request. The request will be signed by the submitting officer, the 

Officer in Charge (OIC), and forwarded to the Records Division. The 

citation/summons will then be voided in the Records Management System 

(RMS).  

 

C.   Equipment Violation – Notice of motor vehicle equipment violations (Notice and 

Demand) shall be issued at the discretion of the sworn officer.  
 

D.   Verbal Warning – It is proper to warn a violator when, in the opinion of the sworn 

officer, the violation is unintentional and relatively minor or when conditions 

indicate that the Department’s traffic enforcement goals are achieved as 

effectively as if a citation/summons was issued.  

 

 1. All verbal warnings shall be entered into the Records Management System 

 (RMS) and assigned a warning number (CN). 

 

V. SELECTIVE TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

 

A. Upon reviewing the Department’s traffic enforcement activity and evaluating 

citizens’ traffic-related complaints, the Uniform Division Commander shall 

deploy personnel to areas requiring enforcement action. The methods by which 

assigned personnel conduct their enforcement measures may include, but are not 

limited to: 

 

1. Directed patrol; 

 

2. Use of laser or radar; 

 

3. Safety Inspections; 

 

4. Concentration of Driving While Intoxicated Patrols, and; 
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5. Other enforcement measures that may be necessary, depending upon the 

circumstances. 

 

B. The Planning and Training Sergeant shall evaluate the Department’s selective 

traffic enforcement program on an annual basis.  The evaluation shall be 

documented and forwarded to the Chief of Police.   

 

1. A comparative analysis of the program’s goals and accomplishments, as 

well as improvements or failures over previous programs, shall be 

conducted by the Planning and Training Sergeant to determine the 

effectiveness of the Department’s selective traffic enforcement efforts.  

The analysis shall be forwarded to the Chief of Police.   

 

VI.   MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS 

 

A.  Public carrier/Commercial vehicle violations: 

 

1.   No special consideration shall be given to public carrier or commercial 

vehicles. 

 

2.   These vehicles are subject to citation and must comply with all federal, 

state and municipal laws, unless specifically exempt. 

 

3.   If an officer feels that such a vehicle is in violation of laws or regulations, 

he/she may request assistance from the Rhode Island State Police 

Commercial Enforcement Unit. 

 

B. Pedestrian/Bicyclist violations: 

 

1. Officers shall enforce pedestrian and bicycle laws in the same manner as 

other traffic laws. 

 

2. Enforcement action may include a verbal or written warning, summons, or 

arrest, consistent with State laws and Town ordinances. 

 

C. Hazardous violations of traffic laws which pose a threat to the public shall be 

addressed.  Officers shall base their enforcement action decisions on their 

training, experience and common sense.  

 

D. Non-hazardous violations which do not pose a direct threat to the public will be 

enforced by either a verbal or written warning or citation, depending on the 

seriousness of the violation.  

 

E.   An operator of a vehicle who commits multiple violations is of special concern.  

Officers must be aware that this type of operation of a motor vehicle is an extreme 

hazard to the public and should be treated as such. 
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1.   It is recommended that a citation be issued in these circumstances; 

however, if multiple violations constitute “reckless operation,” an arrest 

shall be made.  

 

F.   Violations resulting in traffic accidents must be sustained through physical 

evidence, witness statements, or by admission of the offender. 

 

1.   An officer may issue a citation, if warranted.  Reasons and evidence 

supporting such violation should be detailed in the traffic accident report.  

 

2.   When a vehicle not physically involved in an accident contributes to the 

cause of the accident, the vehicle and operator should be identified in the 

accident report, if possible.   

 

G.   After reviewing and analyzing accident and citation data, the Uniform 

Commander may assign selective enforcement projects to target bicycle and 

pedestrian violations, when appropriate. 

 

H.   Newly enacted laws and/or regulations 

 

1. When new laws are enacted or new traffic control devices are installed, 

enforcement action may be taken by verbal warning or citation.   

 

I. Off-road recreational vehicles- Officers shall take appropriate enforcement  

 action  for violations observed and/or reported, relative to: 

 

 1. Unlicensed operators on streets and highways will be cited accordingly.   

 

 2. Juvenile offenders shall be reported to a parent or guardian and a   

  citation/summons issued, if deemed appropriate.   

 

 3. The misuse of public trails and improper use of traffic way crossings shall  

  be regulated during the course of routine patrol. 

 

J. Notice of motor vehicle equipment violations shall be issued at the discretion of  

 the officer. 

 

K.   Operator re-examination: 

 

1.   Officers who encounter a motorist whose operating ability is questionable 

due to a mental or physical condition, may request that the motorist be re-

examined. 

 

2.   Incomplete knowledge of traffic laws alone is not sufficient grounds to 

justify involuntary re-examination. 

 

3.   Operator re-examination requests are submitted in two ways: 
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a. An operator involved in an accident may be re-examined if the 

investigating officer makes the appropriate entry in the narrative of 

his/her accident report and forwards such report to the Department 

of Motor Vehicles Board of Medical Review. 

 

b.   If not an accident case, a police report should be prepared and 

mailed to the Board of Medical Review.   

 

VIII. TRAFFIC PATROL METHODS: 

 

A.  Visible traffic patrol by marked Department vehicles acts to deter motorists from 

knowingly violating motor vehicle laws.  Officers assigned to the Uniform 

Division of the Tiverton Police Department shall be mindful during the course of 

patrol to drive in accordance with existing laws and demonstrate exemplary 

driving behavior.  

 

B.   When stationary traffic posts are maintained to maximize the effectiveness of a 

selective traffic enforcement effort, officers shall park in a conspicuous location 

and in such a manner where traffic flow is not impeded.   

 

C. Operational procedures for speed measuring devices: 

  

1. Officers shall operate laser instruments and radar units consistent with 

their respective “User’s Manuals.” 

 

2. Officers shall operate laser instruments and radar units consistent with 

training and certification. 

 

3. Officers shall operate laser instruments and radar units for law 

enforcement purposes only. 

 

D. Care and upkeep of speed measuring devices: 

 

1. Officers shall be responsible for the care laser instruments and radar units 

while in their possession. 

 

2. Officers’ care and upkeep of laser instruments and radar units shall be 

consistent with their respective “User’s Manuals.” 

 

3. Officers shall immediately report any laser instrument and radar unit 

damage, defects, or deficiencies to the Officer in Charge (OIC). 

 

E. Maintenance, calibration, and inspection of speed measuring devices: 

 

1. The Uniform Division Commander (Captain) or designee shall ensure that 

all laser instruments and radar units are sent to qualified vendors for 

calibration. 
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2. The Uniform Division Commander (Captain) shall ensure that all laser 

instruments and radar units in need of routine maintenance or repairs are 

serviced by qualified vendors. 

 

3. The Uniform Division Commander (Captain) shall conduct inspections of 

all laser instruments and radar units on a monthly basis, and forward 

reports to the Uniform Commander. 

 

6. The Fleet Operations Officer shall maintain laser instrument and radar unit 

“User’s Manuals,” and make such manuals available upon request. 

 

F. Training and certification in the use of speed measuring devices: 

 

1. Only officers trained and certified by recognized instructors shall be 

authorized to use the Department’s laser instruments and radar units. 

 

G. Calibration of police vehicles: 

 

1. The Lieutenant assigned as the First Shift (D1) Patrol Commander shall 

calibrate the speedometers of all patrol vehicles on an annual basis. 

 

2. The Uniform Division Commander (Captain) shall maintain and secure 

maintenance and calibration records for all patrol vehicles’ speedometers. 

 

H. Speed enforcement: 

 

1. Speed violations, as determined through the use of laser, radar, or clocked 

speeds, shall be enforced through the use of citations or verbal warnings. 

 

a. In determining which method of enforcement is necessary, the 

officer should consider the seriousness of the violation, comparing 

the violator’s speed to the posted speed limit, any hazardous 

conditions created by the violator and surrounding traffic, 

pedestrians, weather, or road conditions. 

 

2. Officers may issue clocked speeding citations after pacing a motorist for a 

distance of one-quarter of a mile.  

 

I. Driving while intoxicated countermeasures: 

 

1. The Department recognizes that a comprehensive and coordinated Driving 

While Impaired/Intoxicated Countermeasure Program involves education, 

enforcement, adjudication, treatment, and public support. Driving While 

Intoxicated enforcement is one of the Department’s highest priorities. 
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IX. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS:   
 

A.   Juveniles cited for a motor vehicle offense(s) which normally would be a matter 

that falls under the jurisdiction of the Rhode Island District Court, shall be 

petitioned to the Rhode Island Family Court or referred to the Tiverton Juvenile  

Hearing Board.  

 

B.  Juveniles cited for other motor vehicle offense(s) shall be referred to the Rhode 

Island Traffic Tribunal.   

 

C.   According to Section 22-4-2 of the Rhode Island General Laws, legislators are 

exempt from arrest in any civil action during the General Assembly session, 

including two days before the commencement and two days after the termination 

of the session.  However, a motor vehicle violation citation/summons may be 

issued to a legislator, at any time.  

 

D.  Diplomatic immunity is a principle of international law by which certain foreign 

government officials are not subject to the jurisdiction of local courts and other 

authorities for their official and personal activities.  Persons with diplomatic 

immunity may, however, be issued a citation/summons for a motor vehicle 

violation, whether there is a pay-by-mail fine or required RITT hearing.   

 

1.   Moving violations:  When a person having diplomatic immunity is 

stopped for a moving traffic violation, the officer on the scene, upon being 

advised by the vehicle operator that he/she has diplomatic immunity and 

ascertaining that he/she possesses the proper credentials, should exercise 

discretion based upon the nature of the violation and either verbally warn 

of the violation or proceed with the issuance of the appropriate 

citation/summons.  The issuance of a traffic citation/summons does not 

constitute arrest or detention. 

 

2. Reporting motor vehicle violations involving those having diplomatic 

immunity:  In the event that an officer issues a citation/summons to a 

person having diplomatic immunity, the Police Chief or his designee shall 

forward a copy of the citation/summons, as well as any other document 

regarding the incident, to the United States Department of State.   

 

3.   For additional guidance in handling matters involving diplomatic 

privileges and immunity, officers shall refer to the “Foreign Nationals 

(General Order 300.03) policy.  

 

E.   Military personnel may be issued traffic citations/summons at any time, except in 

the performance of duty under emergency conditions.  In the event of a physical 

arrest, the Officer in Charge (OIC) shall notify appropriate military personnel.   

 

F. Patrol officers shall take appropriate enforcement action for violations observed 

and/or reported, relative to the use of off-road recreational vehicles.  
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1. Unlicensed operators on streets and highways will be cited accordingly.   

 

2. Juvenile offenders shall be reported to a parent or guardian and a 

citation/summons issued, if deemed appropriate.   

 

3.  The misuse of public trails and improper use of traffic way crossings shall 

be regulated during the course of routine patrol. 

 

G. Parking enforcement within patrol areas shall be the responsibility of all patrol 

officers, and shall be administered consistent with the Department’s Parking 

Enforcement (General Order 330.05) policy.   

 

1. The purpose of such enforcement is to correct infractions, which may be 

accomplished by warning, violation and/or towing, if necessary.   

 

2. During peak traffic hours or in areas of high traffic volume, consideration 

should be given to expeditiously resolve parking violations to avoid traffic 

hazards.  
 

X. WRITTEN OBJECTIVES: 
 

A.  The Tiverton Police Department will develop written objectives for the delivery 

of police traffic-related services.  

 

B. These objectives shall be reasonable, attainable, quantifiable and measurable 

whenever possible, yet provide sufficient flexibility to permit change as needed.  

 

C. These objectives will be reviewed, at least annually, by the Uniform Division 

Commander (Captain) and an evaluation of the progress made toward attainment 

will be submitted to the Chief of Police.  

 

XI. TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:  

 

A. The Planning and Training Sergeant shall conduct annual traffic and accident 

report analyses based on the data derived from the Department’s record-keeping 

system, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation’s Program Development 

Office, and the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal Violations Section. The Planning 

and Training Sergeant shall is responsible for preparing analyses of: 

 

1. Traffic accident data, including the location, day of week and time of day; 
 

2. Traffic enforcement data, including violations issued, type, location, time, 

and day; 

 


