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        TIVERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
SUBJECT:  Domestic Violence  GENERAL ORDER NO.  310.10 

 PAGES: 19 (Attachments)  

SECTION: 300- Law Enforcement 

Operations AMENDS/SUPERSEDES: 8-13 

SUBSECTION: 10- Crimes of Violence  

PER ORDER OF: EFFECTIVE DATE: 1/5/2015 

 REVISED DATE:  1/5/2015 

 Thomas Blakey, Chief of Police REVIEW DATE:  1/5/2018 
 

CALEA: 

RIPAC: 

 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Tiverton Police Department, and is not intended and should 

not be interpreted to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action than would otherwise be applicable 

under existing law. 
 

INDEX WORDS: Abuse; domestic violence; protective orders, no-contact orders 
  

I. POLICY: 

 

The Tiverton Police Department assigns domestic violence calls a high priority response.  

We will exercise leadership in the community in addressing the problem of domestic 

violence.  An immediate police response can make a major difference in the disputants' 

lives.  Officers responding to a domestic violence call shall (1) use all means within 

reason to prevent further abuse, (2) shall generally arrest persons when probable cause 

exists that a crime has occurred, (3) shall provide safety and security for the abuse 

victim(s), and (4) shall whenever advisable refer participants to appropriate agencies to 

help prevent future occurrences. 

 

II. PURPOSE: 

 

The purpose of this general order is to establish guidelines, responsibilities, and 

procedures for domestic violence intervention. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS: 

 

A. Domestic Violence:  Includes, but is not limited to, any of the following crimes 

when committed by one family or household member against another:  Simple 
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assault, felony assaults, vandalism, disorderly conduct, trespass, kidnapping, child 

snatching, sexual assault, homicide, and violations of a protective order where the 

respondent has knowledge of the order and the penalty for violation of the order. 

 

B. Domestic Violence And Sexual Assault Advocate:  A civilian with experience in 

issues of violence against women and/or crisis intervention working with law 

enforcement agencies on domestic violence and sexual assault cases.  The 

employment of an Advocate allows law enforcement agencies to focus their 

energies on criminal investigation, while the Advocate provides crisis intervention 

services.  Funding for the Advocate is provided through the Federal STOP 

Violence against Women Act Formula Grant Program, administered by the Rhode 

Island Governor’s Justice Commission on behalf of the Rhode Island Police 

Chief’s Association. 

 

C. DV/SA 1 FORM – A form completed by a law enforcement officer who responds 

to or investigates a domestic violence or sexual assault incident, whether or not an 

arrest occurs, as required by Rhode Island General Law 12-29-8 entitled, 

“Domestic Violence Reports.” 

 

D. Family or Household Member:  Spouses, former spouses, adult persons related by 

blood or marriage, adult persons who are presently residing together or who have 

resided together in the past three (3) years, and persons who have a child in 

common regardless of whether they have been married or have lived together, or 

if persons who have been in a substantive dating or engagement relationship 

within the past one year which shall be determined by the court's consideration of 

the following factors: 

1. The length of time of the relationship 

    2. The type of the relationship 

     3. The frequency of the interaction between the parties  

 

E. Victim:  A family or household member who has been subjected to domestic violence 

or stalking. 

 

F. Safe House: (Women’s Resource Center) a confidential, temporary shelter for victims 

of domestic violence.  

 

G. Protective Order:  An order issued pursuant to RI General Laws 15-15-1 et seq., 15-5-

19, or 8-8-1.1 et seq. 

 

H. Probable Cause- Those facts and circumstances, based on trustworthy information 

that would lead a reasonably prudent person to believe that a crime has been 

committed. 
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IV. PROCEDURES: 

 

A. General responsibilities 

 

1. When responding to a domestic dispute, be alert and anticipate the 

unexpected.  These arguments are characterized by anger, frustration, and 

high emotion.  You can suddenly become the focus of the hostility of any 

or all parties to the dispute, and death or serious bodily injury can occur to 

officers responding to these calls.   

 

2. You should be familiar with the dynamics of domestic violence and its 

impact on society, and the means for confronting unexpected violence.  

Family disturbance calls are frequent, and sometimes cause death or injury 

to responding officers as well as other participants. 

 

3. There are many reasons why victims are reluctant to initiate criminal 

proceedings against abusers, including fear of reprisal against the victim 

or minor children, fear of economic hardship, and fear of public 

embarrassment. 

 

4. Studies have indicated that where police arrest abusers in these cases, the 

incidence of future violence or repeat calls to the same household is 

reduced and arresting the abuser is frequently an effective way to reduce 

domestic violence.  Limited research in other localities has indicated that 

in some cases, such as where the abuser is unemployed, arrest may not 

have the same effect. 

 

a. It is presumed that you shall make an arrest unless there are 

compelling reasons not to do so in all cases where probable cause 

exists to believe that a crime was committed. 

 

b. AN ARREST IS MANDATED if you have probable cause to 

believe a felonious assault, an assault resulting in bodily injury to 

the victim (whether or not the injury is observable by the 

responding officer), physical action which was intended to cause 

another person reasonably to fear imminent serious bodily injury 

or death, violation of a protective order (and the violator has 

previous knowledge of the order and its terms), or violation of a 

no-contact order issued by a court or bail commissioner, have 

occurred within twenty-four (24) hours of the alleged crime (RI 

General Law 12-29-3). 

 

c. Your decision to arrest and charge shall not be dependent solely on 

the specific consent of, nor a request by, the victim, nor 

consideration of the relationship of the parties. When more than 
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one family or household member is involved in a domestic 

violence incident and states a complaint, the officer shall 

investigate each complaint to determine whether there is probable 

cause to believe a crime has been committed.  The officer shall not 

dismiss the incident by presuming two-party guilt.  When there is 

probable cause to believe that family or household members 

assaulted each other, the officer may arrest both persons but is not 

required to arrest both persons, but shall arrest the person whom 

the officer believes was the primary physical aggressor. 

 

d. If an arrest without a warrant cannot be made, the officer shall seek a 

warrant for arrest if there is probable cause to do so. 

 

5. Officers have a responsibility under RI General Laws 12-29-3 at the scene 

of a domestic violence incident to provide immediate assistance to the 

victim, including but not limited to assisting the victim to obtain medical 

treatment if such is required (including transportation to an emergency 

medical treatment facility), giving the victim notice of her or his right to 

obtain a protective order in family court or district court as appropriate to 

the relationship of the parties, and providing the victim with a copy of this 

notice written in several different languages as prescribed by law. 

  

6. Department personnel shall refer victims of domestic violence to 

appropriate community resources (mental health agencies, medical 

doctors, legal assistance agencies, family financial planning, 

victim/witness assistance programs, and domestic violence 

shelters/programs), to help prevent future disturbances.  The attached form 

shall be used for referrals.  

 

B. Dispatch responsibilities 

 

1. As the first person to receive the call, the dispatcher exerts a major 

influence over how the call will be handled.  

 

2. To assist officer(s) in their response, the dispatcher shall try to keep the 

reporting party on the line and determine the following, if possible: 

 

a. Name and exact location of incident. 

 

b. Name of reporting party or complainant. 

 

c. Is the crime (incident) in progress? 

 

d. Is a weapon involved? 

 

e. Has anyone at the address been injured?  Is an ambulance needed? 
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3. The dispatcher shall immediately assign an officer and provide the officer 

with the above information.  As a general rule, a minimum of two officers 

shall be dispatched to all domestic violence related calls.  The Officer in 

Charge (OIC) may authorize one officer response based on available 

resources or the specifics of the incident.   

 

a.  If there is evidence of injury or weapon, or major threat of 

violence, the dispatcher will determine the closest available police 

units and alert them to stand by for a request for assistance.  Keep 

the complainant on the phone if possible and obtain the following 

additional information: 

 

b. Assailant's whereabouts.  If not known, obtain direction of travel, 

description of suspect and vehicle, probable destination, and 

elapsed time. 

 

c. Were alcohol or drugs involved? 

 

d. Is there a previous history? 

 

e. Is there a protective order in effect? 

 

4. If feasible, maintain telephone contact until the officers arrive in order to 

monitor the incident and provide support to the victim. 

 

5. Provide the responding officer with as much information as possible to 

identify risks at the scene. 

 

C. Responding Officer Responsibilities 

 

1. Response to the scene 

 

a. Officer response should be immediate, but with due regard for the 

safety of the public.   

 

b. Obtain all available information from the dispatcher prior to 

arrival. 

 

c. Unless approaching with emergency lights and siren to cut short an 

ongoing physical assault, slow to normal speeds and turn off these 

devices before coming within sight and hearing of the scene and 

park a short distance away where you can exit your vehicle and 

approach using cover.  (An emotionally out-of-control assailant 

might attempt an ambush, if alerted). 
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2. Approaching the scene 

 

a. Await appropriate backup before entering, unless doing so would 

place others in needless danger. You and your backup should 

quickly determine how to make entry. 

 

b. Watch and listen outside and determine what is going on inside 

then use proper officer safety tactics to gain entry, considering the 

situation (layout of the premises, number of people involved, 

weapons, etc.). 

 

c. You must be concerned for your own safety as well as the people 

present.  Stand to the side of the door when knocking.  The 

unexpected may occur when the door opens. 

 

3. Initial contact with occupant(s) 

 

a. Unless you reasonably believe it would place you in danger, 

identify yourself as a police officer and ask someone present to let 

you in.  If entry is refused, explain that you have a duty to make 

sure there are no injured persons inside.  Once inside, give your 

name and explain the reason for your presence (when conditions 

permit).  Determine the identity and relationship of the 

complainant--ask to see him/her. 

 

b. You may enter private premises when: 

 

1) A co-occupant gives permission, or you reasonably believe 

that it is necessary to stop a serious assault or felony.  You 

may remain for the protection of one or more individuals 

there as long as they desire your protection, or long enough 

to make an arrest if a crime has taken place or takes place 

in your presence. 

 

c. Refusal of entry or no response to a knock at the door may require 

a forced entrance to check safety of people inside.  Advise the 

Officer in Charge (OIC) prior to making a forced entry.   

 

d. You may make a warrantless entry to conduct a search if an 

emergency exists.  You must have a reasonable belief that such an 

emergency does exist; for example, a belief that someone is in 

distress and in need of assistance.  You should evaluate the 

following elements when considering a warrantless entry: 

 

1) The degree of urgency involved and the likely time 

required to get a warrant 
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2) The possibility of danger to others, including police 

officers left to protect the site  

 

3) Whether the suspected offense is serious or involves 

violence 

 

4) Whether you reasonably believe that persons may be armed 

 

Finally, you are reminded that you have a lawful right to 

investigate any situation you reasonably believe to be an 

emergency. 

 

e. Once inside, you are not limited to the room you have entered if 

you feel there may be someone who would pose a danger to you or 

your fellow officers elsewhere in the premises.  Otherwise, you 

cannot conduct a search of the premises without a warrant or 

probable cause, unless you have the consent of a co-occupant to do 

so.  Such consent must be freely and voluntarily given.  If two 

people have joint ownership or possession of a place or thing, 

either one may give a valid consent as to any areas of the premises 

that they share in common. 

 

1) A spouse can consent to the search of premises used jointly 

by both husband and wife.  This is also true if the people 

are only cohabitants.  If one of them exercises sole control 

over part of the premises, the other cannot give valid 

consent to search that part. 

 

4.  Immediate Intervention 

 

a. Once inside, establish control by: 

 

1) Using all means within reason to prevent further abuse 

 

2) Inquiring about the nature of the dispute 

 

3) Being aware of potential weapons in surroundings 

 

4) Determining if person(s) are in other rooms (children and 

other adults) and the extent of their injuries or involvement 

 

5) Not allowing third parties to intervene unless they can make 

a positive contribution toward resolving the dispute 
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6) Protecting the victim(s) from further abuse, by separating 

them from the assailant as soon as possible and arranging 

for medical attention if anyone is hurt.  If someone who 

appears to be injured refuses medical assistance, carefully 

document any observed injuries as well as the refusal of 

medical treatment 

 

7) When alcohol, drugs or mental illness are a factor, great 

patience is required in handling these people, and 

departmental procedures for intervening with mentally ill 

or intoxicated persons should be followed. 

 

5. Criminal Investigation 

 

a. Domestic violence is a crime, and should be treated as such.  Every 

effort should be made to obtain sufficient evidence, including 

circumstantial and physical evidence, to prosecute if a crime has 

been committed, even if the victim(s) will be reluctant to testify.   

 

b. As soon as practicable, determine if a protective order or no-

contact order is in effect.  If such as order is alleged to be in effect, 

ask to see a copy of it. 

 

1) If no copy is available, you may contact headquarters to 

determine if a protective order is in effect and if a copy was 

served on the defendant. 

 

2) You may also rely on the statement of the protected person 

that such an order is in effect. 

 

3) If no other information is available ask the abusive party if 

s/he is aware the order is in effect and that s/he is violating 

it.  If s/he is not in custody at the time and makes such an 

admission, or makes it after a Miranda warning and waiver, 

what s/he tells you will be admissible in court. 

 

4) A temporary reconciliation of the couple, where the person 

being protected by the order allows the abuser to enter the 

residence, does not void the protective order. 

 

c. Once peace has been restored, allow one person to talk at a time, 

while you listen attentively to determine what the problem is.  

Address all persons respectfully and calmly and determine their 

identities and relationships.  Determine the prior history of disputes 

and make an effort to find out the event which precipitated the 

present dispute. 
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d. Whenever practicable, ensure safety and privacy by interviewing 

the victim in a separate area away from the assailant (if 

identifiable). 

 

e. Your manner of approach to persons will be critical to the success 

of each interview.   Appear to be interested in hearing from all 

sides before you make up your mind, and remain aware of non-

verbal communication signals. 

 

f. Attempt a low-key approach and project the role of 

mediator/helper rather than that of authoritarian.  Maintain good 

eye contact through natural, spontaneous glances.  (Fixed gazes or 

staring may increase fear and hostility.)  A relaxed stance along 

with appropriate expressions demonstrates interest and encourages 

people to continue speaking. 

 

1) Persons whose ethnic or racial heritage is that of a high-

context culture such as African American, Hispanic, Asian 

or Portuguese, may react differently than persons from a 

low-context culture such as European.  It is normal for 

persons from these cultures to show greater emotion, and 

they will be insulted if they feel you do not take them 

seriously.  Persons from a Hispanic or Portuguese 

background come from a society where the male is the 

predominant member, with a concept of machismo.  Even 

though you may have the legal right and obligation to take 

certain actions, you may encounter less resistance if you 

acknowledge the male as the head of the household and ask 

his permission to enter, to speak with other household 

members, etc. 

 

g. Allow the parties to describe the incident (individually) without 

interruption at the beginning of the interview (ventilation relieves 

emotional tension). 

 

h. After the parties ventilate their emotions, ask about details needed 

for clarification and summarize what you believe you heard the 

party say.  This allows them to point out anything that you may 

have misunderstood.  

 

i. Witnesses to the incident--children, other family members, and 

neighbors--should be interviewed as soon as possible. 

 

1) These witnesses may also be in a significant emotional 

crisis that may influence accuracy of their accounts. 
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2) If witnesses provide information about prior assaults, 

document them to help establish a pattern. 

 

j. Interview children of disputants with care and kindness.  Sit, kneel, 

or otherwise be at their level when speaking to them.  Note any 

signs of trauma or abuse. 

 

6. Arrest Decisions. 

 

a. Once you have determined the facts, make a determination whether 

there is probable cause to make an arrest.  If a crime has been 

committed or a protective order violated, an arrest should not 

depend upon the sentiments of the victim.   

 

b. If you make an arrest and a protective order is not already in effect, 

the Patrol Officer in Charge (OIC) or Prosecuting Officer should 

remind the court or bail commissioner as a condition of bail, to 

establish a requirement of no contact with the victim. 

 

c. If you do not make an arrest in any case where probable cause 

exists, you SHALL in your written report of the incident, 

document in detail your reasons for not making the arrest. 

 

d. If a Protective Order or no-contact order has been violated, you are 

LEGALLY MANDATED to arrest the violator and proceed with 

appropriate booking and bail procedures.  If another crime was 

committed in violation of the protective order, you shall arrest for 

that crime as well. 

 

e. If an arrest is made, once the suspect is in custody and the 

emergency has ended, make arrangements to photograph injuries 

and property damage, take custody of torn clothing or other 

evidence of an assault or other crime, as you would in any criminal 

case.   

 

7. Search and Custody of Weapons 

 

a. Advise the defendant that it is also a federal offense to be in 

possession of a firearm while a "qualifying restraining order" is in 

effect.  Under federal law (18 USC 922 (g)(8)) a qualifying order 

is one which was issued specifically to restrain the person from 

harassing, stalking or threatening an intimate partner, following a 

hearing of which the restrained person received actual notice and 

the opportunity to participate, and which included a finding that 

the person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of the 
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intimate partner or child, or explicitly prohibits the use, attempted 

or threatened use of physical force against such intimate partner or 

child that would reasonably be expected to cause physical injury. 

 

b. If a weapon was used or in the crime, including the threat to use a 

weapon, the weapon should be seized as evidence of the crime (See 

Property Management and Control 380.20).  If the weapon is not 

in plain view and the defendant will not surrender it voluntarily 

and there are no exigent circumstances permitting a warrantless 

search for the weapon, it may be necessary to seek a search 

warrant. 

 

c. In a situation where no threats have been made or no protective 

order is in effect, if one of the parties has access to weapons and 

the other party is fearful because of this, ask the party who has 

access to the weapons if they would voluntarily surrender them to 

you for a cooling-off period. 

 

8. Remaining at the Scene 

 

a. If no crime has been committed or there is no probable cause to 

arrest anyone, attempt to mediate the dispute and refer the parties 

to a community counseling service or suggest a temporary 

separation or "cooling-off" period. 

 

b. Advise the complainant of the process to follow should they 

choose to swear out a criminal complaint on their own. 

 

c. Remain at the scene until you reasonably believe there is no 

immediate threat of physical harm, and that you have taken 

appropriate measures to insure the safety of those present.  You 

may also remain for the protection of one or more of the 

individuals as long as they desire your protection or long enough to 

make an arrest in accordance with the arrest decision section of 

this policy. 

 

d. You may not remain at the scene of a domestic complaint after the 

emergency that permitted you to remain has ended and the persons 

present no longer desire your protection.  If the collection of 

further evidence is required after an arrest has been made, secure 

the premises, remove the arrested person, and obtain consent to 

search or return with a search warrant.  

 

9. Gathering of Evidence 

 

a. Physical evidence takes three forms in domestic violence cases: 
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1) The injuries to the victim 

 

2) Evidentiary articles that substantiate the attack 

 

3) The crime scene itself 

 

b. A victim's account of injuries sustained may be corroborated by a 

doctor. 

 

c. When feasible, photographs of injuries should be made. 

 

d. Photographing the crime scene to show that a struggle occurred is 

preferred; if not possible, make a written description of it. 

 

e. All articles of evidence should be collected as in other 

investigations and in accordance with department evidence 

procedures (See Property Management and Control 380.20). 

   

10. If the Suspect has fled the Scene 

 

            a. An arrest is mandated if you have probable cause to believe a 

felonious assault, an assault resulting in bodily injury to the victim 

(whether or not the injury is observable by the responding officer), 

physical action which was intended to cause another person 

reasonably to fear imminent serious bodily injury or death, 

violation of a protective order (and the violator has previous 

knowledge of the order and its terms), or violation of a no-contact 

order issued by a court or bail commissioner, have occurred within 

twenty-four (24) hours of the alleged crime. 

 

b. If the suspect has fled the scene and must be arrested in the home 

of a third party, an arrest warrant plus the consent of the person in 

control of the premises, or an arrest warrant plus a search warrant 

will be required, unless the offense is a felony or a misdemeanor 

(but not a petty misdemeanor) and exigent circumstances exist.  

Once 24 hours have elapsed, an arrest warrant will be required to 

make the arrest in either a public or a private place. 

 

c. The investigating officer will complete an arrest warrant prior to 

the end of his/her shift if the suspect has fled the scene and there is 

probable cause to arrest.  During times when courts are in session, 

the arrest warrant will be forward to the Detective Division to 

reviewed by a judge or magistrate.  During times that court is not 

in session (weekends/holidays) the warrant will be given to the 
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Officer in Charge (OIC).  The OIC shall have the warrant reviewed 

by a judge or magistrate as soon as possible.   

 

d. If an arrest is mandated or should be made and the suspect is not 

present, remove any persons eligible for protection to the police 

station, obtain sworn statements from them, and seek the issuance 

of an arrest warrant.  Keep the persons eligible for protection at the 

police station or remove them to some safe location such as a 

shelter until the warrant has been served. 

 

e. Never delay unnecessarily the making of an arrest or the service of 

a protective order, or the obtaining of a warrant if one is required.  

If you are unable to locate the defendant to make an arrest or serve 

an order during your shift, be sure that whoever relieves you is 

informed of the need to serve the protective order or warrant. 

 

f. Absent exigent circumstances, you will need the consent of the 

person in control of those premises or a search warrant to enter 

another private residence to seize the suspect's weapons used to 

commit the crime.  

 

g. If the defendant is riding in a motor vehicle when arrested, the 

weapons used to commit the crime may be seized pursuant to the 

exigent circumstances or incident to valid arrest exceptions to the 

warrant requirement. 

 

11. Transporting Domestic Violence Victims 

 

a. You should offer to arrange transportation for the victim to the 

hospital, police station, or another place in the community where 

the victim feels safe. 

 

1) If a victim of abuse appears to be injured, offer to arrange 

transportation to a medical facility by the Tiverton Fire 

Department for examination. 

 

b. If one of the parties is to leave, it is advisable for the abused party 

and any minor children present to leave.  Emergency shelter is 

available for persons who are afraid for their physical safety from a 

spouse or partner.  NEVER give out the location or phone number 

of a shelter to any person not authorized to receive this 

information, especially the abuser. 

 

c. When a law enforcement officer responds to a domestic violence 

situation the officer shall not be held liable for false arrest in any 

civil action for an arrest based on probable cause, or for 
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enforcement in good faith of a court order issued pursuant to the 

domestic violence laws (RI General Law 12-29-3). 

 

d. Victims may be transported in department vehicles when necessary 

to accomplish a police purpose, to a medical facility, to the police 

station or other criminal justice agency, or to a safe shelter. 

 

e. Once the victim is taken to the necessary destination, an officer 

should escort the victim inside, ensuring that the proper authority 

is notified of arrival. 

 

f. If children under the age where a child safety seat is required by 

law are involved, if possible, have an officer stand by until a 

vehicle equipped with a child safety seat can be located. 

 

g.  If the victim wants to leave the premises to ensure safety, remain at 

scene while the victim packs essentials.  However, you have no 

authority to decide ownership of property or custody of children. 

 

h. In any case, give the victim phone numbers of emergency shelters 

in the area and the police emergency number and assure the victim 

that the police department will assist in future emergencies (See 

Attachment A).  

 

i. If an arrest is made, advise the victim that she may be subject to 

subpoena for the scheduled trial date. 

 

12. Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Advocate 

 

 The Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Advocate’s mission is to assist 

the victims of violence and sexual assault.  (Refer to General Order, 

“Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Advocate”.  The Advocate shall 

review all domestic violence and sexual assault reports.  The Patrol 

Officer In Charge (OIC) shall determine based on the circumstances of the 

incident whether the Advocate should be contacted and whether the 

Advocate’s presence is necessary.  If the immediate presence of the 

Advocate is not necessary the victim shall be made aware of the 

availability of the Advocate’s services.  All victims shall be advised of 

resources available.  

 

13. Documenting the incident 

 

a. A law enforcement officer who responds to or investigates a 

domestic violence incident shall complete a report and a “DV/SA 

Reporting Form” whether or not an arrest occurs.   The report shall 
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include, but not be limited to, the following information (RI 

General Law 12-29-8): 

 

1) Name(s) of the parties 

 

2) Relationship of the parties 

 

3) Sex and date of birth of the parties 

 

4) Time and date of the incident 

 

5) Whether children were involved or whether the alleged act 

of domestic violence was committed in the presence of 

children 

 

6) The type and extent of the alleged abuse 

 

7) The number and types of weapons involved 

 

8) The existence of any prior court order 

 

9) Any other data that may be necessary for a complete 

analysis of all circumstances leading to the arrest. 

 

b. The Records Clerk shall forward copies of the reports to the Rhode 

Island Domestic Violence Training and Monitoring Unit at the end 

of each month. 

 

D. Service of Protective Orders 

 

1. If you are directed by the Court or by headquarters to serve a protective 

order, and you are refused admission to the defendant's residence to serve 

the order, it may be necessary to make abode service or to contact the 

court to revise the order to provide for a non-consensual entry, unless the 

order specifically authorizes you to enter the residence to serve it. 

 

a. Be certain to check the protective order to see if it calls for the 

seizure of any deadly weapons owned, controlled or possessed by 

the defendant.  If so, and if you have been denied admission to the 

residence, you may have to seek the issuance of a search warrant in 

order to seize the weapons.  If you seize weapons, either with or 

without a search warrant, be certain to record their descriptions and 

serial numbers, and give the defendant a receipt for them, keeping 

a copy to turn in to headquarters.  All seizures will be done in 

accordance to the department’s Property Management and Control 
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Policy (380.20) policy.   Also, be sure the Dispatcher is advised of 

the date and time that you served the order on the defendant. 

 

b. You should also request headquarters to notify the person who 

sought the protective order, the issuing court, and any out-of-town 

police department who requested service of the order of the date 

and time the order was served. 

 

E. Service of Protective Order on a Police Officer 

 

1. It is hoped that a protective order will never be issued against a member of 

this department or another law enforcement officer, however, should this 

happen, certain steps must be followed. 

 

2. An order issued against any police officer, including one superior to you 

in rank, shall be served without delay, in the same manner as it would be 

served on any other person. If the order calls for the seizure of weapons, 

all weapons shall be seized including any departmental weapons in the 

officer's custody. All seizures will be done in accordance to the 

department’s Property Management and Control (380.20) policy. 

 

3. When answering a domestic violence call, if a police officer, including 

any superior officer is the abuser and a crime has occurred, an arrest shall 

be made under the same circumstances as it would be made if any other 

person was the abuser. 

 

4. If an officer from this or any other department is arrested or served with a 

protective order the Officer in Charge (OIC) shall immediately notify the 

Chief of Police, Uniform Division Commander (Captain), and the 

Detective Division Commander (Detective Lieutenant).  If the officer is 

from another department, the OIC shall notify the Officer in Charge from 

that department as well.    

 

5. If an officer from this department is arrested for domestic violence, or 

served with a protective order, s/he shall be immediately placed on 

administrative leave and shall surrender all police equipment and 

identification pending an internal investigation.  If after such investigation 

it reasonably appears to the Chief that the complaint was unfounded and 

the officer is likely to be found innocent or a fitness for duty examination 

indicates that the officer poses no further harm to the victim or others, s/he 

may be restored to duty pending the outcome of the criminal case, at the 

option of the Chief.  The officer may be restored to full duty at the Chief's 

option otherwise the officer shall remain on leave.  If the officer is 

subsequently found guilty of the criminal charges, appropriate disciplinary 

action shall be taken as in the case of conviction of any other criminal 

offense. 
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6. If an officer from this department is served with a protective order that 

does not call for the seizure of weapons, the officer shall surrender his/her 

service weapons.  It is a federal offense for any person (except a police 

officer) to possess a firearm during the pendency of a "qualifying 

restraining order" (see definition in III (7) (a) above).  For police officers, 

they can only possess, on or off-duty, a firearm or ammunition for use in 

performing official duties on behalf of the department.  The Chief, 

following an internal investigation may, if he feels it is appropriate to do 

so, allow the re-issuance of the firearm either on and off-duty or restricted 

to duty hours, but only if the judge issuing the protective order agrees to 

modify the order if it calls for the seizure of all weapons. 

 

V. TRAINING: 

 

A. The Training Coordinator shall be responsible for ensuring that all sworn 

members receive initial and refresher training every three (3) years including legal 

updates. Training curriculum will be established by the Law Enforcement 

Training Task Force, the policy setting body for programs and projects under the 

law enforcement component of the Violence against Women Act (VAMA). 

 

 

 

VI.  ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. Domestic Violence Agencies and Contact Information 
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Attachment A 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGENCIES AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Woman’s Resource Center 

114 Touro Street 

Newport, RI 02840 

Tel: 401-846-5263 

Fax: 401-848-0910 

www.wrcnbc.org 

The WRC provides a number of programs and services to clients and their family members who 

are or have been a victim of domestic violence. The WRC serves all of Newport County. 

 

RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

422 Post Road, Suite 102 

Warwick, RI 02888-1524 

24 hour hotline: 800-494-8100 

Tel: 401-467-9940 

Fax: 401-467-9943 

www.ricadv.org 

The Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence (RICADV) is an organization dedicated 

to ending domestic violence. Formed in 1979 to support and assist the six domestic violence 

prevention agencies in Rhode Island. RICADV not only support and give leadership to the six 

member agencies, but also strive to create justice for victims, and create awareness on the issue 

of domestic violence in RI. 

 

National Network to End Domestic Violence 

1400 16th St NW, Suite 330 

Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: 202-543-5566 

Fax: 202-543-5626 

www.nnedv.org 

NNEDV works to make domestic violence a national priority; change the way communities 

respond to domestic violence; and strengthen efforts against intimate partner violence at every 

level of government.   

 

Day One  

100 Medway Street  

Providence, RI 02906-4402  

Tel: 401-421-4100  

Fax: 401-454-5565 

www.dayoneri.org 

Day One provides services to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other violent 

crimes and educates the public throughout the state of Rhode Island. 

 

 

 

http://www.wrcnbc.org/
http://www.ricadv.org/
http://www.nnedv.org/
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Law Enforcement Advocate (LEA) 

Day One 

100 Medway Street  

Providence, RI 02906-4402  

Tel: 401-289-2022 x104 

Law Enforcement Advocates provide immediate services to victims of sexual assault and 

domestic violence who have filed a police report and who are interesting in filing a report. The 

LEAs also serve as a community resource and often receive telephone calls from concerned 

friends and family members.  

 

Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) 

www.vinelink.com 

Tel: 401-462-5203 

Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) is a free, anonymous, computer assisted 

telephone service that provides offender custody information and notification of changes in 

offender custody status. While VINE was created with victim safety in mind, it is available to 

anyone concerned about the custody of an offender at the Rhode Island Adult Correctional 

Institution (ACI). 

http://www.vinelink.com/

