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             TIVERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

SUBJECT:   Body Armor GENERAL ORDER NO.  230.50 

 PAGES:  4 

SECTION: 200- Administration AMENDS/SUPERSEDES: 

SUBSECTION: 30-Internal Operations  

PER ORDER OF: EFFECTIVE DATE: 09/04/2013 

 REVISED DATE: 07/13/2018 

 Patrick W. Jones, Chief of Police REVIEW DATE:   07/13/2021    
 

CALEA: 41.3.5, 41.3.6 

RIPAC: 7.10, 7.11 

DISTRIBUTION: Sworn Department Members 

 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Tiverton Police Department, and is not intended and should 

not be interpreted to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action than would otherwise be applicable 

under existing law. 

 

I. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

 

 To provide the procedures for the use of body armor (ballistic vests) by sworn officers 

 assigned to uniform, plain clothes and administrative positions. 

 

II. POLICY 

 

 To maximize officer safety through the use of body armor in combination with prescribed 

 safety procedures. While body armor provides a significant level of protection, it is not a 

 substitute for the observance of officer safety procedures.  

 

III. PROCEDURE 

 

A. Issuance of Body Armor 

 

1. The Department provides all sworn officers with body armor. Body armor 

 issued by the Department will provide protection equal to or exceeding 

 Threat Level II as defined by the National Institute of Justice (NIJ).  

 Ordering of ballistic vests shall be coordinated through the Department 

 Armorer after proper measuring of the officer. 
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  2. Officers may purchase their own ballistic vests, but it must meet or  

   exceed the approved specifications for body armor.  All body armor   

   purchased by officers must be approved by the Chief of Police or his/her  

   designee.  

 

  3. The Department Armorer shall maintain the approved specifications for  

   body armor. 

B. Wearing of body armor 

 1. The wearing of Department-issued body armor is mandatory for all  

 Uniformed Officers while they are on duty and engaged in patrol   

 operations unless one of the following conditions exist: 

 

     a. When documented medical reasons exist (see section III, C); 

b. Assignments in certain environmental conditions, such as extreme 

heat (such conditions shall be determined by the Chief of Police or 

his/her designee); 

c. Uniformed or non-uniformed officers assigned to administrative 

duties;  

  d. During undercover assignments when the Detective Commander 

determines that the investigation may be compromised by the use 

of body armor; 

  e. During road construction details; 

  f. Any other circumstances that the Chief of Police or his/her 

designee determines are appropriate. 

2. All officers who have been exempted from wearing body armor must at all 

times have his/her body armor available for use.           

3. Officers working Department grant or overtime programs involving the 

 activities in B1 above are required to wear body armor. 

   4. Officers participating in pre-planned “high risk” or tactical  operations,  

   such as search warrant executions, shall be required to wear body armor  

   during the execution of the operation. Additionally, a supervisor may  
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   direct subordinate officers to wear body armor during unusual occurrences 

   as he or she deems appropriate.  

   

 C.     Medical Exemptions  

1.  Officers claiming a medical reason for not wearing body armor are  

 required to notify their immediate supervisor in writing and avail 

 themselves for further evaluation, as determined by Chief of Police, 

 concerning the wearing of body armor.  

2. Officers are required to provide the Chief of Police with all pertinent 

 medical records and documentation concerning the diagnosis, treatment 

 and final medical report. 

3. The Chief of Police, in consultation with the reporting physician, will 

 determine if an alternate vest carrier or a different type of vest material is a 

 reasonable solution for the Officer. 

D. Approved Body Armor Carriers  

1. Officers assigned to the Detective Division may use an outer vest carrier 

 or an approved exterior vest carrier. 

E. Care, Maintenance and Replacement of Body Armor 

1.  Supervisors (Sergeants) and Commanders (Lieutenants) are responsible 

 for ensuring that body armor is worn and maintained as required by this 

 Order through routine observation and periodic inspections. 

 

2.  Officers will routinely inspect personal body armor for signs of damage 

 and for general cleanliness. Under no conditions will an officer attempt to 

 repair body armor. Officers are responsible for reporting damage or 

 excessive wear to the ballistic panels or cover to their supervisor. 

 

a.  Perspiration can sometimes generate sufficient moisture to reduce 

 the effectiveness of ballistic fabric. When thoroughly saturated or 

 totally immersed in water, a decreased level of ballistic resistance 

 can result while they remain in such a saturated condition. Once 

 dry, ballistic performance will be restored. 
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b.  The ballistic element should never be exposed to any petroleum, 

 chemical or chlorine products. Exposure to these agents will result 

 in a loss of ballistic resistance. 

F. Care & Laundering of Body Armor 

  1. As dirt and perspiration may erode ballistic panels, each officer will be  

   responsible for cleaning his/her body armor in accordance with the   

   manufacturer's instructions. 

 2. Officers shall follow the manufacturer’s instructions for the care,   

  laundering and maintenance of body armor.  

G. Storage of Body Armor 

  1. Improper storage of body armor may contribute to premature wear, as well 

   as reduce the protective capabilities of the ballistic system itself. When not 

   wearing body armor, it should be stored under normal environmental  

   conditions. 

  2. Care should be taken to store body armor flat, either on a shelf or other flat 

   surface. When this is not practical, suspended on a clothes hanger is the  

   next best method. Body armor should never be folded or stood on its edge.  

  3. This improper storage will create "set wrinkles" in the body armor and  

   may cause curling at the edges. 

 H. Replacement 

  1. Body armor will be replaced in accordance with guidelines and protocols  

   established by the NIJ and the vest manufacturer. 

 I. Evaluation 

  1. The Department Armorer will be responsible for: 

a. Monitoring technological advances in the body armor industry that 

 may necessitate a change in body armor. 

b. Assessing weapons and ammunition currently in use and the 

 suitability of approved body armor to protect against those threats. 

  

 


